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For the: Gi de to Holiness, 


EXTRACT FROM:THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF MADAM GUYON, 


(The life or autobiography of Madam Guyon, which is commonly circulated 
in English, seems to us to contain some things which are not very. protitable, 
and might be injurious. Tt was written under peculiar circumstances, and was 
never designed to be published. Ter numerous letters and other writings 
have never been translated into English, with the exeeption‘of a few poems 
translated by Mr. Cowper. She professed to have experien@ed that state of 
sanctification or perfect love, which it is the object of the Guide to explain and 
recommend. She wrote in explanation and defence of this state, and sutfered 
Various persecutions and severe trials on account of it. Although, thereforeswe 
regard the volume, which is commonly circulated, as not very. protitable, and 
perhaps injurious, still her autobiography appears to be too interesting and her 
writings too valuable to be thrown aside altogether, ~ Many persons would be 
pleased to see her lite judiciously written, with selections from her writings, 
and suitable comments upon them. The following selections are made, with 
the permission of the writer, from a manuscript work, which has been prepared 
with a view to meet the wishes of such persons. ] 


One of the incidents of the year 1673, to which these series of events now 
bring us, was the birth of her fourth child, a son, whom Providence had given 
her in the place of the too much idolized boy whom she had lost two years be- 
fore. This son, who seems to have proved himself worthy of her affections, 
grew upto manhood. But the grace of God enabled her to love him with all 
that pure and chastened affection, which holds every thing in subordination to 
the divine will, 

% Atthe time of the birth, and during the early period .of the life of this 
child, she speaks of herself'as being the subject of great inward support and 
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consulation. Her feelings may perhaps be expressed in the language of the 
Psalmist; language which in various ages of the world, has found a response in 
many pious bosoms. “ Blessed be the Lord, because he hath heard the voice 
of my supplications, The Lord is my streneth, and my shield. Wy heart 
trusted in him, and Lam he!ped ; therefore’ my heart greatly rcoices, and with my 
song will [ praise him. 

3. But this season of consolation was succeeded by a trial unexpected and 
severe. This was the sickness and death of her religious friend and confident, 
Genevieve Granger. To this intelligent and pions woman, she had gone for 
advice and support, when her way seemed dark, and when her heart was sor- 
rowful. Many were the hours which she had passed with her in religious con- 
versation; and perhaps in some cases she looked to her more and relied on her 
more, than was entirely consistent with a simple and unwavering dependence 
on God alone for wisdom and strength. Perhaps it would not be too much to 
say, that, at this period, and for some years previous, she regarded her, in her 
trials and her want of experience, as almost indispensable, Certain it is, that 
she repeatedly mentions it, as one of her heavy domestic afflictions, that great 
efforts were made to prevent her interviews,—the only worldly consolation 
which seemed to be left to her, — with this pious woman. 

4. It increased her affliction, that she was not enabled to be present with her 
in her last sickness and at the time of her death. She was absent at the time, 
at a place called St. Reine. Near the close of the life of the Prioress, some 
one spoke to her in relation to Madam Guyon, with the design, it would seem, 
to awaken her from the lethargy into which she had fallen. Her mind rallied 
at a name so dear, and she made the single remark, “I have always loved her 
in God, and for God.” These were her last words. She died soon after. 


"says Madam Guyon, “I must confess, that 


> * When received this news, 
it was one of the most afflicting strokes which [| had ever experienced. T could 
not help the thought, that, if Thad been with her at the time of her death, I 
might have spoken to her, and might have received her last instructions. She 
had been a great help to me. In some of my afflictions, it is true, I could not 
see her. Etforts were made to prevent it. ‘This was especially the case fora 
few months before her death. But still, such was our sympathy of spirit, Uiat 
the remembrance, the thought of what she might say or do, was a support to 
me. Strange to say, there is a danger in religious friendships. The Lord 
taught me inwardly before her death, that my attachment to her, and my de- 
pendence on her were so great, that it would be profitable for me to be deprived 
of her. But the necessity of this event, considered in its religious bearings, 
did not prevent its being keenly painful to nature.” 

6. ‘Those, who experience the crucifixion of nature, in the full extent of those 
terms, will find it necessary to die to all human attachments ; not absolutely 
perhaps, because they are undoubtedly right and well in their place, but so far 

at least as they imply a reliance and contidence in the creature, which interferes 
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in the least degree with entire relianee upon God, For wise reasons, therefore, 
God saw fit to take from-ler this prop. | 

@. “Oh, adorable conduet of my God!” she exclaims. “ There must be no 
cuide, no prop for the person, whom thou art leading into the regions of dark- 
ness and death. There must be no conductor, no support to the man, whom 
thon art determined to destroy by the entire destruction of the natural life. 
Mvery thing upon which the soul rests out of God, must be smitten; whether 
renutation, property, or health, or SVinmetry ¢ { person, or friends, or futher, or 
roother, or wife, or husband, or children.” 

R. He who loses his life, shall find it.” Well does she add, “* We are found 
by being lost; we are saved by being destroyed; we are built up by being first 
demolished. Man erects lis inward temple with industry and care ; and he is 
obliged to do it, with such matenals as he has. All this structure and super- 
structure, Whatever it may be, and to whatever extent it may be carried, isa 
new modelling and building up of the old Adam. © But all this is removed, and 
cannot be otherwise than removed and destroyed, when Ged comes into the 
soul, and builds a new and divine temple; a temple not made with hands. and 
of materials which encure for ever. Oh, scerets of the incomprehensible wis- 
dom ot God, unknown to any besides himself and to those whem he has espe- 
cially taught, vet inan who has just begun los existence wants to penetrate and 
set bounds toit. Who is ait, that hath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath 
been his counsellor 2 Tt is a wisdom/only to be known through death to every 
thine, and through the entire loss of all self” 

. Powill here mention an incident of a religions: nature, which seems to be 
Worth noticing. In the latter part of the year 1673, she visited the eity of Or- 
leans, a second time, for the purpose of being present at the marriage of her 
brother, While there she became acquainted with an individual, of the society 
of the Jesuits, who exiubited some interest in hearing the details of her reli- 
gious experrence, Sle corresponded to this desire with much vivacity and very 
fully. ‘Phe effort to relate her feelings reacted upon herself, and gave a high 
degree of sensible satistiction in distinction from that satisfaction which results 
solely from the discharce of duty ; so that she was led to speak of her views 
and teelings atmuch length. This conversation, which to most persons would 
have-appeared commendable rather than otherwise, caused her considerable 
regret afterwards, She began to see, that, in the progress of religion, it is not 
only necessary to co the right thing, but to do it in the right spirit. The source 
of ler sorrows was, tuit she found on reflection that she had spoken from the 
lite of mature, not cxcludiig a degree of self-gratulation, which she did not 
perceive at the tine, and not wholiy trom a single eye to God's wlory. 

10. Twas too forward,” sle says, and tree in speaking to him of spiritual 
things, thinking Twas comg well; but [experienced an inward condemnation 
fur itatterwards, “The conversation, in itsei! considered, might not have been 
objectionable, but the nowiner of it was to some degree wrong, And | was so 


sensuble that the spirit of nature, in distinction from the spirit of vrace, dictated 


— 
| 
: 5 
4 
7 
4 
| 
i 
ay d 
. 
: 
4 
a 
+ 
* 


— 


v 


on ~ ~ 


124 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 
in part what I said, and was so afflicted at it, that I was kept with the divine 
aid from falling into the like fault again. How often do we mistake nature for 
grace! Sanctificatioh does not necessarily imply a want of earnestness. Far 
from it. But that holy earnestness, which comes wholly from God, implies the 
extinction, the death of nature.” : 

1]. There is such a thing as spiritual forwardness, perhaps we may call it 
religious impetuosity, Which is eminently religious in appearance, but which is 
sometimes much Jess truly and purely religious than it seems to be. This state 
of mind is not, generally speaking, destitute of the religious eleinent; but it is 
constituted of the religious element impelled by the natural element. Eminently 
religious persons generally pass through this state at some stage of their expe-. 
rience; and it is generally a long time, before they can perceive clearly, in op- 
position to their former views, that it is not the highest and best state. There 
is nothing absolutely true and absolutely safe in religion, except what is done 
in Recollection ; that is to say, which is done deliberately, in the clear percep- 
tion of the object, and is done conscientiously, in the clear sense of religious 
duty. Ife, who acts recollectedly, and only he, can say with confidence, that he 
acts with a single eye to the glory of God. : 

12. Another incident, which seems to me to indicate her progress in inward 


sanctification, may properly be introduced here. “ One day,” she says, * laden 


with sorrow, and not knowing what to do, I wished to have -some conversation 
with an individual of distinction and merit, who often came into our vicinity, 
and was regarded as a person deeply religions. I wrote ‘him a letter, in which 


-L requested the favor of a personal interview, for the purpose of receiving from 


him some instruction and advice. But retlecting on the subject, after [ had 
written'the letter, it seemed to me thatl had done wrong. The Spirit of God 
seemed to utter itself in my heart, and to say, * What! dost thou seek for ease ¢ 
Art thou unwilling to bear the Lord’s hand which is thas imposed upon you ? 
Is it necessary to be so hasty in throwing off the yoke, grievous though it be 2” 
13. “In this state of mind I wrote another letter to the individual whom I 
have mentioned, in which [ withdrew my request; stating to him that my first 
letter had been written, [ had reason to fear, without a suitable regard to God's — 
providence and will, and partly at least from the fearful or seltish sug¢estions of 
the life of nature; and as he knew what it was to be faithful to God, I hoped 
he would not disapprove of my acting with this Christian simplicity. I supposed 
from the high reputation which he enjoyed as a Christian, that he would have 
appreciated my motives, and have received this second communication in the 
Christian spirit in which IT hoped it was written. — | 
14. “ But, to my surprise, he did not. On the contrary, he resented it highly. 
And what explanation shall we give of this sort of Christianity? That this 
person was religious, in the imperfect or mitigated sense of the terms, I doubt 
not. Call him eminently religious, if you please; but it is still true, that his 
religion, whatever may have been the degree of it, was mixed up, pervaded, and 
animated, more or less on different occasions, with the life and activities of 
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nature. Certain it is, that the life of nature was not wholly slain within him. 
He could not say under all circumstances, It is well, — thy will be done.” 

15. Referring to the important results, which characterize the experience of 
what she appropriately terms the mucard death, she says, that the soul, which 
comes out of it, in the brightness of the new spiritual resurrection, “is purified — 
from its selfishness like gold in the furnace, and finds itself clothed in those 
dispositions and divine states, which shone in the nature and life of Jesus 
Christ. Formerly, although it had submitted itself to God in the matter of its 
salvation through Christ, it was proud of. its own wisdom, and inordinately at- 
tached to its own will; but now, in the crucifixion of nature and in the lite of 
sanctification, it seeks wisdom from God, renders obedience with the simplicity 
of a litle child, and recognizes no will but God's will. Formerly, selfishly 
jealous of what it considered its rights, it was ready to take fire on many occa- 
sions, Which presented themselves, however unimportant they might be; but 
now, when it comes in conflict with others, it yields readily and without reluct- 
ance. Tt does not yield after a creat effort, and with pain, as if under a process 
of discipline, but naturally and easily. Formerly, even when it could justly be 
said to be religious to some extent, it was puffed up at times, with more or less 
of vanity and self-conceit, but now it loves a low place, poverty of spirit, meek- 
ness, humiliation. Formerly, although it loved others, it loved itself more, and 
placed itself above them: but now, rejoicing equally in the happiness of others, 
it possesses a boundless charity for its neighbor, bearing with his faults and 
Weiknesses, and winning him by love. ‘Phe rage of the wolf, which still re- 
miained in some degree, is changed into the meekness of the lamb.” 

Such are the aceurate terms, in which she discriminates between the Cliis- 
tian life in its ordinary appearance of partial sanctification, and the same life 
when it becomes a “new Christ,” by experiencing a regeneration into the 
purity, simplicity and beauty of the divine image. 


Iris not safe to dwell upon the filings and weaknesses of the church, without 
at the same tine dwelling upon the resourees and goodness of God. In the ex- 
ercise of a humble faith wo must connect the ereatness of the remedy with the 
virulence of the disease. Otherwise we shall promote the plans of our great 
enemy by fling into a repining and censorious spirit; a state of mind which is 
equally injurious to ourselves and offensive to our heavenly Father.— Upham. 


The voods of this world, those things Which are suited to our convenience 
and coofort, are not necessarily unholy. .Unboliness attaches to the manner; 
that is to say, to the spirit or tejaper, considered in relation to God, in which we 
receive and hold and einploy thei, If we receive and hold them as God’s gifts, 
andoin subordination to his will, they are good. But if we hold and employ them 
as Our Own possessions, irrespeetive of God's will, they are evil.—Jbtd. 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


THE CITY OF OUR GOD. 


JERUSALEM, Jerusalem, 
Thy gates of pearLunfold, 

That Israel’s weary tribes may come 
And walk thy streets of gold, 

_ And bathe in fountains pure and bright, 
And quaff the living rills 

That glide along the fields of light, 
From Zion’s blooming hills. 


In weariness and painfulness, 
In hunger and in thirst, 

In journeyings through the wilderness 

By sin and sorrow cursed, 

Their feet have pressed the burning sands 
Along the desert road, 

While seeking in these stranger lands 
The city of our God, 


But in this wilderness no more : 
Let Israel tent the fold, 
Nor longer stand upon the shore 
Where Jordan’s waves have roll’d; 
Along thy streets, Jerusalem, 
Along thy streets of gold, 
With everlasting joy shall come, 
Thine Israel’s gathered fold. 


Shall hail at last the trumpet tone, 
That from the land and sea, 

Shall call their slumbering kindred home 
To swell the Jubilee; 

And then, oh then, Jerusalem, 
Wide, wide thy gates unfold, 

For Israel’s conquering tribes will come, 


And walk thy streets of gold. 
Mary. 


No creatures are so necessary or important, to God, as to be secure from his 
anger when they sin against him. 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


SANCTIFICATION OF BELIEVERS. 
FAMILIAR CONVERSATION, 


Simeon. Come, brother Thomas, and rejoice with me that we 
have such indubitable evidences all around us that still God 
reigns in Zion most gloriously ! Honor to God ! 

Thomas. “Tis true, my brother, the Lord hath looked down 
trom Heaven and greatly watered his own heritage in his justify- 
ing and sanrctifying grace ; yet having never been sanctified, and 
being naturally very doubting and unbelic ving, | cannot re ‘Joice as 
you rejoice. My greatest fears are that [ never shall rejoice in 
this grace, and ‘experimentally, and Tam but poorly prepared to 
rejoice with those who rejoiee,’ from a knowledge of being 

from all unrighteousness.” 

. Truly the God of Jacob is still with us, and the God of 
[sri vel i is our refuge in these times of need. Many precious souls 
have during a few months been brought from darkness to light, 
and have received the adoption of sons through God's abounding 
srace, [tis also a matter of great rejoicing, that God hath so.ge- 
nerally the Church by his Holy Spirit to seek for full 
redemption. © Holiness unto the Lord” in many places is the ery 
of every heart. And God, even our God, hath raised up witnesses 
to the blessing of perfect love, who are both * bold to take up and 
strong to sustain the consecrated cross” of Christ. God hath 
sanctified many in the village of U. and still others are erying— 


“Q, that the perfect grace were giv’n, 
The love ditfus’d abroad.” 


But my dear brother, 1 see no good reason why you should be so 
doubting and unbelieving, Can you not trust. faithful 
Lord: Tlas he not promised freely to give you all things ? 
Why then for a moment distrust: his goodness and his grace ? 
Believe freely and savingly on him, and you will soon be made to 
rejouc e even as others in this creat salvation. 

But this question forcibly arises in my mind—if there be 
sucha blessed state as you and many others talk of, Why are not 
more believers sanctified ? My brother, will you remove this diffi- 
culty, and state to me plainly the reason ? 

There are quite a number of reasons why believers are not 
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sanctified, and sanctified now. For this is a present salvation, and 
fully believing for it now they might now have it. — 

T. O Lam glad to hear that there are a goodly number of rea- 
sons Why so many are kept out of the enjoyment of this blessing, 
Will you be so good as to state one of them ? 

S. My brother, you should not rejoice because there are hin- 
drances that keep believers from the fullness of God’s grace. 
This cannot by any means excuse you nor any other from seeking 
and enjoying the blessing of entire satisfaction. You should ra- 
ther rejoice, inasmuch as there are hindrances (and you will find 
them in yourself) that you may have them all removed. Then 
you may come freely, fully, and quickly to Christ, and be thor- 
oughly ‘ cleansed from all unrighteousness.” 

T’. Well, my affectionate brother, I promise you IT will cast all 
my preconceived notions and prejudices aside, and will be willing 
to embrace the truth in the love of it, if you will state to me 
plainly and clearly why Lam not now entirely sanctified and made 
whole. 

S. Some consider it necessary to become better before the re- 
ception of this grace. This is the very grace and only preparation 
we need to make us better, Christ receiveth sinners. We cannot 
make ourselves better but by believing in Christ to a saving effi- 
cacy. All that is required of us in the gospel plan in coming to 
God is to “repent and believe.” Let us come just as we are, 
needy, helpless, unworthy, poor, miserable and dependent. We 
shall then be perfectly healed. ** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” 3 

T. My brother, you have hit my case exactly. I have always 
had something to do in order to vet a little betfer and a little 
nearer to Christ, before I was ready to receive what [| desired. 
This evidently is a device of Satan. I see it now plainly. 
But here is the difhiculty with me, if should receive the 
blessing of entire sanctification, I fear I should not be able to 
keep it. 

S. Ah, there is unbelief again, and that is just what has kept 
you out of itso long. You are not willing to trust God unplicitly 
with your all for ever; for if you did, he could keep and sustain 
you unto eternal glory. In your jown strength you would be 
unable to keep this blessing, but through Christ ‘strengthening you, 

you would not only be able to keep this grace, but it would keep 
you. “ We are kept by the power of God through faith unto sal- 
vation.” 


T. 1 firmly believe that, for it is God’s own word. I behold it 
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SANCTIFICATION OF BELIEVERS. 129 
as T never did before. But may this not be attained af or just 
before the hour of death ? 

S. My dear friend and Christian believer, when did you receive 
justifying graces At the hour of death ?) You answer, no. Well, 
you did not wish to defer it til then. No indeed! Neither 
should you postpone sanctification tll then. It is present salva- 
tion. Now is the appointed time and now is the day of salva- 
tion. Christ cannot save us contrary to our belief. If you con- 
tinue in this faith, vou cannot be sanictific ‘dull just before or at 
the hour of death. It is impossible. “© According to your faith so 
be it unto you. 

T. You startle me! [ never so viewed it. It is possible then 
we may not be sanctified till death, unless we believe in a present 
salvation and seek it row, This should stir us up toseek it diligently 
at the present time, — But. may it nevertheless be safely deterred 
until the hour of death ¢ 

S. No indeed—this is dangerous at best—by so doing we peril 
our souls. Have we the assurance that we will remain faithful in 
justifying grace if we defer it ull then?) Or do we know we will 
have the disposition to seek it then. What ifwe had rejected the 
light and strivings of the Spirit tll it would no longer press us to 
seek this blessings“ Grieve not the Holy Spirit whe reby ye are 
sealed unto the day of rede mption.” ~ We may do this efectually 
mn re Je cting and de fe ‘ring sanctifving as in justifying erace, One 
case Is Just as possible as the other. Where then is the wisdom 
or the safety of deferring it till death ¢ 

T. But a justified person cannot be lost if he continue faithful. 
Then what reason need there be in making any further effort ? 

S. Where does the Bible teach such a doctrine? You eannot 
find even an allusion to any such salvation. * Be not deceived 5 
God is not mocked.’ Don't, | pray you’ brother, “ teach for the 
commandment of God the doctrines of men.” God's own word 
savs— Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” | Nothing 
short of this can do—nothing else will save us, whatever men may 
say or think. 

T. But should [T receive this grace, I don’t think I should a 
Willing to acknowledge it. How could I own Christ in sanctifies 
tion among behevers and before the world? [know their 
dices against the doctrine, and IT cannot confess it if T reeeive it. 

S. Don’t be afraid, my brother, of receiving it while you hold 
such a will, God can never sanctify an unwilling heart, nor will 
he perform inous or for us any thing when we are unwilling to 
make the sacrifice of our whole heart. ‘Che man that says he will 
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confess it if he choose, or at his will, say nothing about it, let him 
know that he shall not receive the Lord in his fullness: but grant 
he do receive, let him beware “he receive not the grace of God 
in vain.’ Let believers continue in this wilful determination to 
deny Christ, and no marvel at all if they be not sanctified. They 
are not worthy of the divine favor. They thus become most un- 
crateful debtors, should they receive any good at the hand of the 
Lord How soon will such an one lose the blessings of grace if 
he do not confess them before men and grow in, grace through 
faith: ‘This is very dangerous ground, to say the least, for any 
believer to occupy. Our blessed Savior tells us plainly, ‘ Him 
that denieth me, will [ deny.” ‘Take the solemn warning, 
and think not for a moment to hide your talent nor to conceal 


your light. Should you persist, you cannot be held guiltless before 


God twho will judge all men righteously, 

T. My brother, I have several questions to ask and objections 
to state, but I will defer them until another time. You make 
such plain and close work, I prefer at present not to ask further 
why more believers are not sanctified, but permit me to ask you 
one or two other questions. The question arises, how do you 
know you are sanctified as you profess ? 

S. We should seldom if ever stand to hold a controv ersy with 
the devil on this point, if we wish to maintain our ground and re- 
main invulnerable against lis fiery darts. But we “should lav im- 
mediately hold of the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, and at the very sight of the two-edged weapon brandished 
at him fierecly faith and prayer, he will be put to  imme- 
diate theht. But to answer your question—Tell us how you 
know you are justified, and you will have answered your own 
query. You say by the witness of the Spirit. Well, we know it 
by the same Spirit, * We know that we are born of God, by the 
spirit he hath given us.” Ife hath given us the spirit of humility, 
of patience, of love, the spirit of forgiveness, of joy, of faith ; and 
we further know that we have indeed passed “from the death of 
sin unto the life of righteousness,” because we love God, and we 
love our brother also. We can also testify in verity that we love 
not our. brother only, but even our enemies, and all for whom 
Christ died. And this by grace we can do casily and continually, 
We need not here give further ‘reasons of the hope within us.” 

T. How far do you suppose this blessing is from those who de- 
sire it and would believe, although they may not feel that they 


. L trust, brother, you ask this question in sincerity, and desire 
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the blessing of entire sanctific ation in your own case. This ts an 
important question and a good one. We will answer it humbly 
and plainly. ©. my brother, could all see how near they are to, 
or how near to them full salvation is, how soon might they be 
saved from all sin! Having fully repented of all sin and forsaken 
all for Christ, all that now remains is to believe and enter in. 
Christ is always near, is always ready, this salvation is always ready, 
Jand if believers are ready | ‘they may have it now. There feed 
be no delay, no waiting, no further time, no further preparation. 
Come in this moment at Jesus’ call, forall things are now ready.” 
Repent and believe. ‘There are no other cospel conditions. Why 
stay any longer, therefore, away from Jesus our clief joy: He 
bids us come : if we come as we are, even now, he will receive us, 
and receive us freely, Venture your all upon the Redeemer of 
the world, and he will save you till you shallsin no more, 
long, suppose you, we need be in coming to the pool of Bethesda, 
or how long shall we lay there impotent, When we may be heale dl 
any moment. One simple act of energetic, evangelical faith, 
brings us right into the pool, and we are imme diately cleansed 
from all unrighteousness.” Present faith brings present blessings. 
Believe and thou shalt be saved. Tor the preseut, my ivelinen. 
adieu ! Yours in Christ, 
| I. N. 
Urbana, O., 1216. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


THE REST OF PALTHL 


Iris evident that many professed Christians are strangers to this 
rest. “Phe reason is obvious: they seek it by works, and not by 
faith. ‘The Apostle says, * We which have believed, do enter 
into rest.” Ttas notin the future tense, shall enter, but in’ the 
present tense, do enter into rest.” To enter into this rest, there 
mnust be a ceasing from sin and from all its) distracting influences, 
and a giving up of the idea that we can do any thing for our- 
selves, accompanied by a willingness and purpose of heart to sub- 
mit all to Christ. God will then Hapart his strength to our weak-— 
hess, his mercy to our misery, and his fullness to our nothingness, 
- Redemption has been wrought out for us through the blood of 
atonement, and the Author himself declares, “ It is. finished.’ 
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Consequently all we have to do, or can do, is to believe, and to 
receive it asa free gift. The Holy Ghost says, “ To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” Let us cease then 
from this moment to harden our hearts against the conditions of 
salvation, and consent heartily to let the ‘simple truth as it is in 
Jesus have free course, run and be glorified in us and by us. 

When this is done, there will be no temptation, trial or afflic- 
tion that can harm or make us afraid. With the Apostle we may 
say, * None of these things move me.” Then we siall know 
what the rest of faith ts, 

Dear Reader, have you entered into this rest?) Are you saved 
by faith, and thereby enabled to rejoice in a present and full sal- 
vation? If so, “As ye have thercfore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk in him. 

May, 18.46. 


For the Guide to Holiness, 


“AND CONTINUED ALL NIGHT IN PRAYER TO GOD.” 


Tuere is no particular in the history of the great Redeemer more impressive 
to my heart, than the account of lis seasons of protracted: prayer, alone, except 
In presence of lis Father, and it inty be, some heavenly visitant. Says the 
sacred historian, “ And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into 
a Inountain apurt to pray, and when the evening was cone, he was there alone.” 
Again, * And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, 
and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” And again, “ He with- 
drew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.” And on another occasion, “ He 
went out Into a mguntain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.” 
Though our adorable Savior was all along giving the most indubitable proof of 
his divinity, yet we sometimes see hin as the man Jesus. So we see him in 
these hours of deep supplication betore the Father. And as aman, did he not 
need this communion with his Father? It is difficult for us to see how he 
who was God, as well as man, could need to enter into prayer, profound, pro- 
tracted prayer, either for instruction, strength, or consolation. But as on some 
occasions we hear him speaking with the voice of Omnipotence, raising the 
dead, rebuking evil spirits, and bidding the rolling of the mighty billows cease 
so at other times we see him at work at the carpenter’s trade, or in the wil- 
derness, “ being tempted of the devil,” or prostrate in the garden in exceeding | 
sorrow, or as a poor pilgrim without where to lay his head; and at last we hear | 
him erying, “* My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?” Being extended 
between the heavens and the earth, be: aring, it seems, for a few moments at 
least, what guilty man must have borne inevitably, had He not died in his stead. 
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AND CONTINUED IN PRAYER TO GOD. 1333 
As a man, then, though never guilty of sin, Jesus needed prayer. As a holy 
man, he loved retired, continued prayer; and we cannot doubt that this was the 
medium through which his pure and sacred spirit held converse with the inhab- 
itants of his native world. As aman, he is our exainple, as well in’ prayer, as 
in disposition and behavior. ‘Though he sustained a relation to the world, and 
to the Father, unlike that of any other being, this certainly cannot argue that it 
Is not appropriate for us to follow him in sometimes continuing long in pravertul 
communion with God, | 
I would not be understood to advise such as would tollow Jesus fully, to vio- 
late nature’s laws, and waste their health by keeping vigils when they ought to 
be sleeping; neither to spend any hour in private devotion to the negleet of 
outward duties, nor to lay a tax upon the mind for strong exereise when it 
ought to be at rest. But there are times, appropriate: times, when it is the 
privilege of such as would walk with God with a steady step, to enter their 
closets with the feeling that the time which they will continue there, is unknown 
to themselves. The soul should say, 1 am to sit awhile at the feet of my Divine 
Teacher, | know not how long he will detain me at this time with his special 
instructions, By entering into prayer with this feeling, temporal thoughts and 
cares of themselves take their departure ; and according to the mind’s natural 
laws, the longer it dwells upon thre subjects before it, other things being fiavor- 
able; the more clear and comprehensive are its views of them. Aside from the 
operation of natural laws, or beyond our recognition of them, there is a Divine 


operation, Which is peculiar, in some degree at least, to unbroken, protracted 


praver. On these occasions, the spiritual perception, or in other words, the 
natural perception operating under Divine direction, perceives truth in new and 
varied aspects, and in light so strong that its images are not easily obliterated. 
Here, in the most immediate audience with God in which mortals can be found 
While upon earth, htunan nature appears in its weikness and perversion. — Its 
defects are felt, its maladies deplored, and the next moment a remedy is seen 
and an application made; so that the soul, as fast as it sees its wounds, feels 
the healing touch of an Omnipotent hand. Tere, too, the purposes acquire a 
tenacity which they could never gain where the motives which support: them 
are not clearly discovered ; so that here the heart gathers strength by which it. 
will hold to its integrity in the time of trial, as with a death-grasp, 

Coming to my own experience, T cannot hesitate to say, that | have learned 
more of human nature, and of God, in all the phases in which he exhibits him- 
self and his creatures, while continuing in immediate communion with him for 
an hour or hours together, than in any other, or all other ways. The creat 
‘Teacher himself has taught me more ina few moments, than man ean tesel in 
multiplied volumes. The writings of holy men are to be appreciated and loved, 
I have received great good in perusing them, but have always found, since I 
was brought to understand the spirit of holy writines, that God himself had 
before taught me’the principles exhibited in them, having held my feeble mind 
In communication with infinite Spirit, during my seasons of undisturbed 
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communion with him. On these occasions, there is that drawing away from 
outward things, that spiritualizing of the mind, by looking with the eye of the 
spirit so steadily and directly, which prepares the soul to live in its native at- 
mosphere, while the body lives in its own element. 

What can so promote heavenly mindedness, as long looking at that which is 
heavenly 2? What can keep us from getting overmuch engrossed in earthly 
things, like the practice of occasionally withdrawing, not only in person, but in 
mind, from earth, and giving the spiritual constitution time to invigoraie itself, 
by remaining time in a purely spiritual atmosphere 

O, to be alone with God! the glorious, the compassionate Maker, and Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier of nan. Where does the soul enter into light, as it 
does here? Where is the understanding enlarged, as it is here? Where is 
the perception quickened, as it is here? Where are relations and duties dis- 
covered, as they are here? Where are motives drawn, and purposes fixed, as 
they are here? O! where can man converse without voice or language, mind 
acting upon mind, the infinite upon the finite, as when he tarries long, without 
interruption, in an exercise of worship and supplication in the very presence 
chamber of the King of kings? I do not wish to give the impression, that 
these long exercises supersede the necessity of continual watching and praying. 
These serve rather to prepare the mind to exercise itself in other duties, with 
clearer understanding, and more perfect ease and pleasure. ‘The suppliant 
feels, as he or she comes out to the exposures of life, and to engage in its du- 
ties, that the Almighty himself is a defence for the soul. Then watching con- 
sists in exercising a holy care that the soul does not adinit any thing into its sa- 
cred enclosure, which shall compel the Divine Keeper to withdraw his encircling 


arms. And as for prayer, the devoted suppliant has learned by a real expe- 


rience that this is its breath of life; and the heart accustomed to deep commu- 
nion with God, as naturally says * my Father” at every pulsation, as the lungs 


inhale and exhale the element by which physical lite is sustained, Not only | 


does the truly living soul breathe the breath of prayer so habitually, that the ex- 
ercise becomes almost imperceptible to itself, but it joyfully embraces opportu- 
nities for short seasons of retirement, when it 1s not expedient to take longer 


ones. I am aware that objections may be made to persons entering so deeply | 


into abstract mental exercise, as these long exercises of prayer scem to demand. 
I wish never to be understood as advising the violation of the dictates of a sound 


and sanctified judgment, or the going to unhealthy extremes in any thing. Every 


one knows best his or her own weakness and liabilities, and should continue 
such exercises only as long as it would be healthy for both soul and body. We 
can never keep God’s laws on one hand by breaking them on the other. But 
I believe that feeble persons would realize a thousand times more advantage 
than injury, by continuing as long as an hour, in undisturbed prayer, once or 
twice a week, or oftener, additional to their usual devotions, provided the body 
is placed in an easy position, and the mind does not allow itself in fruitless 
struggles with unbelief, but heartily embraces Jesus Christ, and sweetly lives in 
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HE LED THEM FORTH BY THE RIGHT WAY. 135 
him. Then the light of the Father's: countenance imparts so much of peace 
and joy to the heart, as will carry a quieting and exhilarating influence over the 
entire system. Our Father knows our frames, that we are but dust, and suits 
the discoveries which he makes to us, to the weakness of our frames. If we 
are faithful to sustain a rational, candid and quiet state of mind, readily and 
fully, and constantly receiving our Savior, being saved continually, by continu- 
ally embracing hin, we shall have no pamful exercise in prayer. Though here, 


we have views of sin, which we have not at other times, at the same time, we 


see the glories of redemption triumphantly rising above the ruins of man’s 
dreadful fall. Many holy men and women now before the throne, proved while 
upon earth; the blessedness of sometimes continuing long in prayer to God. 
And to repeat what I have said before, there is nothing like prayer, and some- 
times seasons of solitary prayer, to A STupenr. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


“WE LED THEM FORTIT BY THE RIGHT WAY.” 


LETTER TO A PIOUS LITERARY LADY ON DOMESTIC, LITERARY AND RELI- 
GIOUS HABITS. 


To THE BELOVED OF MY HEART, Mrs. —+. 


Yes, beloved one, “ He hath led us forth by the right way.” I was arrested 
by this passage in your last, and could not but pause and exclaim, “ Yes, in- 
deed, he hath led us by a right way.” Only think of a Father infinite in good- 
ness, wisdom, and love, leading forth his children, and in every strait which the 
fearful, disquieting career of life may present, saying, at every point— : 


“ Cast off the weight, let fear depart, | 
And every care be gone,” 


“For I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not, 
I will help thee. Led by the hand of the infinitely wise Omnipotent Jehovah! 
How truly, then, may we encourage and confirm our hearts in the knowledge 
that we are in verity being led forth in the “ right way.” We have committed 
ourselves to his guidance, and none ever trusted in him and was confounded. 

Your beloved babe confines you mostly from those outward active services 
to which you have been accustomed,—services which you were permitted to 
see helpful towards the advancement of the kingdom of Christ, and in the per- 
formance of which your own soul was also quickened in the heavenly way. 
Well, you do not need me to assure you that this is “ the right way” for you at 
the present time; your letter furnishes most conclusive testimony of your confi- 
dence in this particular. 
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One of your own sweet privileges is hereby granted, and you are thus per- 
mitted to fest, and also to erhibit the power of grace to sustain, in circumstances 
where thousands of pious mothers are placed, and where, alas! too many are 
prone to let go their hold on the all-sufficiency of grace. How many who have 


adorned the doctrine of God their Savior when free from the vexatious cares of 


a little family, have, when their quiet has been broken in upon in the order of 
Providence thus, become weak as others. 

You are aware of the opinion which has obtained with a large class of house- 
keepers, as to the difficulty, and some might say, impossibility of maintaining 
unbroken peace, and unquenched zeal, amid the unceasing trial of patience, 
and untold vicissitudes to which a mother is exposed in rearing a family. 

More especially have I observed those possessed of a higher grade of mind, 
inclining to pursuits calculated to tell extensively on the world, exposed to 
severe mental conflicts on this point. And here I must indulge in sorrowing 
reflections — I have seen the mighty fall! 

Now, beloved, can I doubt but that our God is bringing you forth by “ the 
right way,” when to the gaze of the world, and also to the knowledge of your 
own heart, you stand forth confessedly of the class alluded to. And will not 
my dear sister acknowledge herself signally blest, in being brought through the 
ordeal, maintaining unbroken peace, unabated zeal, and yet deeper devotedness 
to the service of her Redeemer. 

Yes, I hear you ask, “Is it not matter of rejoicing and thanksgiving, that we 
have the privilege of testing the power of that grace which is so abundantly 
bestowed in time of need. With you, my dear sister, my whole heart responds, 
“Glory be to God for these tes .” Not unfrequently it is said, “If Mrs, —— 
only had this and the other trial to endure, she might not so confidently affirm 
its sufficiency under all circumstances.” Similar expressions have been made 
relative to the unworthy one addressing you; and then when called to pass 


through trials of like nature, and grace has triumphed, observant lovers of Jesus 


have informed me of the sentiments expressed, which were before unknown to 
me, and then have I been constrained to say most exultingly indeed, “ He hath 
led me forth by the right way.” 

How my admiration of the grace of God has been raised in sedieedinting the 
character of Mrs. Susannah Wesley. Surely here was an intellect of the high- 
est order, Which well fitted her to shine with no common lustre either in the 
religious or literary world. She was endowed naturally with the most mark- 
ed independence, originality, and correctness of thought, which capacitated her 


to act (under God) for herself beyond ordinary ability. Yet even an inspired 


Paul would not, I think, have hesitated in ranking her among the most favorite 
daughters of her who called her husband lord. 

Scarce would I dare breathe a thought that would reflect other than the high- 
est honor on the memory of the father of the illustrious Wesley, yet 
I think there are few who have read the interesting history of the Wesley fa- 
mily, but will join me in saying that the husband’s lordly prerogative was main- 


4 
‘ 
a 
4 . 
i* 
ip 
| 4! 
| 
if 
pall 


+ 


HE LED THEM FORTH BY THE RIGHT WAY. 137 


tained quite to the bounds that Scriptural propriety might warrant, and perhaps 
a little beyond what the gallantry and republicanism of the present day would 
justify. Can we survey the character of Mrs. Wesley from a more elevated 
position than this? Ilad she contended the point of fainily jurisdiction, from a 
knowledge that her intellectual capacities fitted her for an equal bearing, how 
disastrous had the consequences been to her own peace and the well being of 
her family. Modern usage might possibly have sanctioned this. [ have known 
the peace of an entire household shipwrecked here; and from what I have fre- 
cuently observed, have feared that our republican principles may have infected 
our Ainerican wives somewhat unfavorably, inducing a forgetfulness of some 
express Scriptural injunctions on this point. 

Mrs. Wesley's biographer says thus of her— Notw ithstaridite she allotted 
two hours of the day for meditation and. private prayer, no woman was ever 
more diligent in, business, or attentive to family affairs than she. Remarkable 
for method and good arrangement, both in her studies and business, she saved 
much time and kept her mind free from perplexity. She had nineteen children ! 
(think of the amount of physical suffering and care,) ten of whom at least grew 
up to be educated, and this duty fell upon age and it is almost impossible for 
her children to have had a better instructor.” 

Yet all this, with the advantages which wealth ensures, alight not by some be 
pronounced extraordinary excellence. But let it be remembered that this won- 
derful woman was often called to grapple with poverty and its attendant cir- 
cumstances, and surely it will be s said, though “ many daughters have done vir- 
tuously, thou excellest them all,” 

And now, my dear sister will wonder at such a long chapter on such an un- 
looked-for subject, and without intending the infliction I may have taxed her, by 
way of gratifying my own feelings in tracing a character so amiable. You 
will surely imagine my health improved to admit of writing such a long letter. 
But though somewhat improved,. yet it is. still but seldom I dare take my pen, 
and when guilty of what my too careful husband might call the ungracious act, 
[dare not continue its use but a little while at atime, yet I think I can as 

easily conclude this to be “the right way” for me at the present time, as I can 
conceive it to be “the right way” for you to write your excellent letter, “a line 
or two ata time, with your dear babe in your arms.” ‘That the Lord moved you 
to write as you did T cannot doubt, for I had been longing and praying for a 
letter from you, and when I received it I knelt and thanked the Father of mer- 
cles that his Spirit had induced you to write. : 

May he who hath undertaken to lead us forth by a right way to; the city of 
habitation, preserve us unto his he: avenly kingdom, and after having been led 
forth through this changeful world by the right hand of omnipotent love, may 
we hail each other in the abode of ever r during rest ; and may we also be per- 
Initted to creet each member of our beloved households to the city of our 
God. Yours ever in clingeless love, 

New York, April 9, 1816. | 
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For the Guide to Holiness, | 
“LOOK TO JESUS.” 7 


Loox up, my soul. Amazing sight! 

Seest thou yon purple current free ? 
The Lord of Glory, —Prince of Light, — 

Sweats drops of blood, and dies. for thee. 


Fresh gushing from his opened side 

~The streams for full salvation flow ; 

QO! plunge into the crimson tide ; | | 
For “Perfect Love” is bliss below. 


wondrous mercy — boundless love— | 
HIow pure, how great the sacrifice, 
By which earth’s fallen sons may prove 
More than the joys of Paradise. 
| Emma CHARLOTTE. 


For the Guide to Holiness. . 


“RESIGNATION.” 


Griftve not because his hand deny 

Thy heart’s desire. His guardian eye 
Sees what is best. Thou yet shalt prove, 
That God is Faithfulness and Love. 


IIe veils the sun to give us rain; 

But soon he bids him shine again. 
Just so the brightness of his face . 

He hides, to show his wond’rous grace. 


For this the ties that bind the heart J 
So close to earth, he rends apart. 
He claims the right to make us feel 
We are dependent on his will. 


The good we crave so much, we know 
IIe’s fully able to bestow, 

Yet he withholds, until we own, 
“Father, thy will not ours be done.” 
| Emma CHARLOTTE. 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


Dear Brotrner: — Your letter of the 3d instant was truly 
welcome. The state of mind into which you are being brought is 
above every other desirable. 

‘T'o be perfect, entire, wanting nothing, or in other words, to be 
crucified with Christ, dead to the world, and alive unto God, ts 
a state of mind which few are hungering and_ thirsting to possess, 
and fewer still are willing to make the sacrifices necessary to its 
attainment. Self is opposed to God. | While it is uncrucified it 
is continually rebelling against him, and preventing his will being: 
done in earth as it is in heaven. 

The heart that is completely given up to God, and fully restored 
to the Divine image, can neither do, desire, or receive any thing 
that is not in his will. 

It is cheering to know that individual members of Christ’s body 
in every church, are leaving the strong holds of unbelief and sel- 
fishness, and are now obe ving C hrist fully—taking him for what he 
offers himself to be, and permitting him to be to them a/l and in all. 

Few, comparatively spe aking, understand the seeret of holy 
living, and the number of those who have obeyed Christ in all 
things is small. ‘They are babes when they should be men— 
weak when they should be as the angel of God’s presence. 

The Lord would lead all his children into the heights of his 
love—into himself, so that their sun should no more go down, 
where they with David could foresee the Lord always before their 
face, and on their right hand, that they should not be moved— 
their front guard and rearward,—into a state impregnable to 
the adversary of their souls, and one of perfect safety. But the 
majority are unwilling to be led as the biind in paths that they 
have not known, and which as yet but few have tried. When the 
Lord is thus leading them away from themselves into himself, he 
permits them to behold within that which they thought had heen 
removed, also removes from their view, the vifts, li; chts, manifesta- 
tions, in which they have taken so ‘delight, The vilts of 

faith, prayer, and praise, appear to be gone, and instead of sub- 
mitting cheerfully to God, lcaving the interest of their souls in his 
hand to whom they had committed the ke ‘eping, they are imme- 

diately distressed, cast dowu, confidence gone, and they refuse to. 
be comforted until their exercises are Just as they were formerly, 
The Lord, then, like a very tender parent, restores the vif.s, in- 
stead of imparting himself in all his fullness, as he designed, — 
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IT have become acquainted with a number who for vears have 
enjoyed the blessing of holiness, but for some months past have 
walked in darkness, having no light. They were not conscious of 
having withdrawn any part of their consecration ; but-as the 'y did 
not feel as they had formerly. in consequence of the absence of 
those partic cular exercises, Concluded that they had Jost the bles- 
sing. But praise the Lord, some of these have been brought into 
a fullness of love and blessedness heretofore unknown to them, 
from the submission which they have exercised, when they discov- 
ered that it was the will of God that they should “ive up all 
things for Christ. 

When all things have been given up for Him, and no desire re- 
mains in the heart contrary to his revealed will, when the choice of 
good is gone, we are pe ‘mitted to hear the voice of God address- 
Ing us atlectionately, * Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
have is thine.” Then if a need is presented to the mind which is 
wn his will, it is spre ad out before the Lord, and he answers, * All 
things are yours, ’—the prayer is unmediately changed to praise, 
and all is peace and blessedness divine. 

This FL know from blissful experience, It is easy to receive all 
things from God, to see him ta all things, and live by him, by 
every word that proceede ‘th out of lis mouth. 

Brother, Dy dwelling in God-we shall be prepared to present 
the Gospel it in-all ats fulluess to our people, that they with us 
may have an entrance into the everlasting Kingdom of 


Christ. 


Viiri this number, we close un the work of seven vears. And we do it 
with deliehtfal sensations, Our satisfaction, however, does not arise in conse- 
quence of any thing we have done, Tt is for the blessings we have received. 
We im safely affirm that the preparation of each number has been the oceca- 
sion of a refreshing fron the presence of the Lord. Glory be to his holy name 

And we bless the Lord not for ourse!f alone, but for others. Although we 
have less thin five thousand subscribers, the Guide has been peculiarly distri- 
buted. It has been read by mgpy of the most pious all around the earth. Not 
only from all parts of the United States and other favored points in Christen- 
dom, but from the Indian tribes in the West, from India and the islands of the 
sea, have we heard the voice of thanksgiving for the lieht of truth, reflected by 
the “ Guide to Holiness.” 

Dear reader, let us remain steadfast and immoveable ; let us serve the Lord 


in the beauty of holiness, and ay our next seven years be as the past, only 
seven fold more abundant. | 
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